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India’s mining sector is redefining itself, 
evolving from a traditionally constrained 
industry into a dynamic engine of progress. 
With rising production, forward-looking 

policies, and a growing emphasis on 
environmental responsibility, the sector is 
digging deep to fuel the country’s economic 
strength and self-reliant aspirations.

The Ministry of Mines reports that the index 
of mineral production for mining and 
quarrying reached 156.8 in March 2025, up 
0.4 per cent from the same month last year. 
Iron ore led the gains, rising 5.7 per cent to 
25.9 million metric tonnes (MMT), while 
manganese ore climbed 9.7 per cent and zinc 
concentrate grew 5.5 per cent, highlighting 
the sector’s steady momentum.

The momentum has carried into the new 
financial year. In April 2025 alone, bauxite 
production increased by 13.9 per cent, 
reaching 2.13 MMT, up from 1.87 MMT a 

year earlier. 
Limestone 
production 
touched 40.5 
MMT, and 
zinc 
concentrate 
output grew 
7.7 per cent. 
Non-ferrous 
metals also 
saw a boost. 
Aluminium 
production 
rose by 1.5 
per cent, 
while refined 

copper surged by 15.6 per cent. These 
increases underscore robust industrial 
demand. They also reflect India’s expanding 
footprint in global metal markets, where it 
ranks as the second-largest aluminium 
producer and among the top ten in copper.

POWERING PROGRESS
The sector’s upward trajectory is no accident. 
A series of structural reforms have unlocked 
new investment, streamlined mining 
operations, and injected transparency into an 
industry long seen as opaque. The Mines 
and Minerals (Development and 

FORGING A NEW FUTURE
Reform, resilience, and renewal are powering India’s mining revival 
through transparent auctions and sustainable practices
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 Structural reforms are 
already boosting 
investment, and 
operational efficiency 
in mining and allied 
industries

 The industry is steadily 
becoming a key driver 
of economic and 
industrial growth while 
moving toward long-
term sustainability

Key Transformation

Regulation) Amendment Act of 2021 has 
been a game-changer, abolishing end-use 
restrictions, enabling commercial coal 
mining, and introducing auction-based 
allocation of mining leases. 

Simultaneously, the National Mineral Policy 
(2019) and the Aatmanirbhar Bharat mission 
are refocusing the sector towards long-term 
sustainability and domestic sufficiency. 

BUILDING STRENGTH
Accounting for around 2.5 per cent of 
India’s GDP, the mining sector is now 
poised for a bigger role, with the 
government targeting a contribution of 4 
per cent by 2030. Reaching this goal 
would not only strengthen the economy 
but also build a robust domestic 
foundation for infrastructure, EV 

manufacturing, and renewable energy.
The sector is moving beyond mere 

extraction, boldly embracing 
transformation at every level across the 
value chain nationwide. From 
commercial coal auctions to green 
mining practices, mining is increasingly 
aligned with the nation’s growth and 
sustainability objectives.

READER ENGAGEMENT INITIATIVE
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